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ABSTRACT This paper attempts to find out how poetry teaching is constructed in Ghanaian senior high school
English language core textbooks. Qualitative analysis was used to analyse twenty lessons on poetry teaching in
three English Language core textbooks. It was found that the poetry lessons in the textbooks were underpinned by
a multimodal pedagogy of poetry teaching. In terms of the literature teaching approach, it wasrealised that poetry
teaching was constructedin the textbooks predominantly as a way of learning about literary terminology, of
promoting interactive and exploratory learning, and of drawing on students’ experiences. It was also observed that
various identities for both teachers and students were constructed by the poetry lessons in the textbooks. The
paper suggests that poetry teaching in Ghanaian senior high school English language core textbooks should be more
multimodal and student-centered in order to minimise the apathy associated with it.
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